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Response to Comment Letter I35 

Marty Kennell 

February 10, 2014 

I35-1 This comment identifies that the increased use of 

water from population growth, new and growing 

businesses, and industrial activity has caused problems 

with groundwater levels, surface water features, and 

the native oak tree population in the East County area. 

The County acknowledges the commenter’s 

opposition to the project.  The information in this 

comment letter will be provided in the Final Program 

Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR) for review and 

consideration by the decision makers. 

The County generally agrees with the commenter that 

intensive use of water can result in impacts on water 

levels, volume of water in storage, and groundwater-

dependent habitat. Assessing and mitigating for these 

potential impacts is the purpose of the County’s 

CEQA guidelines for groundwater resources, as 

discussed in greater detail in common response WR1 

and WR2.  

The commenter provides anecdotal evidence that 

groundwater levels have dropped within East County 

area, but does not address any of the information or 

analysis presented in the Draft Program Environmental 

Impact Report (DPEIR) or indicate how or why any of 
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the information is deficient or inaccurate. The 

commenter is referred to Chapter 3.1.5 of the DPEIR, 

and Appendices 3.1.5-5 and 3.1.5-6, which together 

conclude that there will be impacts on well 

interference and groundwater in storage, but that such 

impacts would be less than significant. The commenter 

is also referred to Chapter 2.3 of the DPEIR, which 

finds that impacts of groundwater-dependent habitat 

would be potentially significant and describes the 

Groundwater Mitigation and Monitoring Program (see 

M-BI-PP-15) that will be implemented to ensure that 

impacts remain below significant levels.  

 


